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Title of publication: 

Numb: Diary Of A War Correspondent 
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1500586.000 

Medium: 

Book 
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Anonymous (Lous La Roc) 

Publisher: 
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Classification: 

Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is 
restricted to persons who have attained the age of 18 years. 


Descriptive note: 


Violence, sexual violence and content that may disturb 


Display conditions: 


When the book is on public display, the classification given to the book 
must be shown by way of a label issued in accordance with a direction 
under s36(A)(2) of the Films, Videos, and Publications Classification Act 


1993. 


Date of entry in Register: 20 October 2015 

Date of direction to issue 19 October 2015 
a label: 


Date of notice of decision: 19 October 2015 


Summary of reasons for decision: 

NUMB: Diary Of A War Correspondent is a paperback book published in March 2015. It was 
submitted for classification under sl3(l)(c) by a member of the public who was angered by its 
contents. The book purports to be a ghost written memoir based on the posthumously- 
discovered private journals of a war correspondent 'Alan Buckby'. The book describes Buckby as 
leading a double life as a respected war correspondent and family man, but also a violent 
psychopath. While the author claims the book is based on real events, serious doubts have been 
cast on its provenance due to historical inconsistencies and writing style. Contrary to the claims 
of its author, the book is likely to be a work of fiction. 

The availability of the book is likely to cause injury to the public good unless it is restricted to 




persons who have attained the age of 18 years. The book contains descriptions of extreme 
violence, sexual violence, sexual exploitation of a young person, and necrophilia which younger 
readers are likely to find shocking and disturbing. The material is likely to cause a harmful 
attitudinal shift towards sexuality in impressionable younger readers who are still in the process of 
forming sexual attitudes and behaviours. The impact of the medium also forms an important 
consideration in classifying this publication. The interpretive work required of the reader means 
that the written word does not have the same shocking explicitness or immediacy as visual media. 
In the hands of its intended adult readership, the book may well be upsetting, however adults are 
presumed to have the necessary maturity to contextualise this material and critically evaluate it. 

The Classification Office has considered the effects of the NZBR Act on the application of all 
the classification criteria. Given the balancing requirements of the NZBR Act, it would be 
unreasonable to limit the availability of the book any further. A restriction on availability to adults 
is the minimum necessary to prevent likely injury to the public good. 



